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Please cancel claims 59-74 from the application without prejudice. 
1-46 (Cancelled) 

47. (currently amended) A method of removing embedding medium from a biological sample, 
tlie method comprising the steps of: 

heating the biological sample containing embedding medium to a temperature at or above 
the embedding medium's melting point , tn Form a liqiiefrftd c^mhrfldiTis medium ; and 

applying an ^' m- o ant riTnmifinihl^ liquid to the biological sample to separate the 

liquefied embedding medium from the biological samplc[, wherein said iiua-orgamci iDmisr.iMfi 
liquid has a density greater than that of the liquefied embedding medium]. 

48. (currently amended) The method of claim 47, wherein the nmr-oigani cimmiscib l e 
liquid comprises water. 

49. (currently amended) The method of claim 47, wherein the nuu-uigaiucimmiscih l e Hquid 
comprises a detergent. 

50. (previously added) The method of claim 49, wherein the detergent comprises ionic or non- 
ionic surfactants. 

5L (currently amended) The method of claim 50, wherein the ionic or non-ionic surfactants are 
selected from the group consisting of ¥ iiion X-100 ontylphftnoxypolyethoxy (5) ethannl , 

^P,,..> ^r.iyr.vypt>>^iRnR(7mftnrhitfln ^ Brtjpolyr>xyp:thdene(23) dodagd ether, sodium 

dodecylsulfate and saponin, 

52. (previously added) The method of claim 47 wherein the embedding mediiun comprises 
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paraffin wax, 

53. (currently amended) A method of removing embedding medium from a biological sample, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

applying an umi-C f rg a m '- i roTni sr ih1 e liquid to a biological sample; and 
heating the biological sample containing embedding medium to a temperature at or above 
the embedding medium's melting point, 

54. (currently amended) The method of claim 53, wherein the uuu-oigaiiic Tmmi . 'y.ihlc liquid 
comprises water. 

55. (currently amended) The method of claim 53, wherein tlie iiou-oi gai-ii^ fmmiscihle liquid 
comprises a detergent. 

56. (previously added) The method of claim 55, wherein the detergent comprises ionic or non- 
ionic surfactants. 

57. (currently amended) The metliod of claim 56, wherein the ionic or non-ionic surfactants are 
selected from the group consisting of ^frito ii— X-100or . ty1phennxypo1yothnxy (5) nth;^nnl, 

y^v^o]ynry^t>ii=.iAnp(90)finrhitan. Brrjpo1yoxyethelene(23) dodecyl fithfii; sodium 

dodecylsulfatc and saponin. 

58. (previously added) The method of claim 53, wherein the embedding mediiun is paraffm wax. 
59-74. (withdrawn) 

75- (new claim) The method as claimed in claim 47 wherein said immiscible liquid has a 
density different than that of the liquefied embedding medium. 
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76. (new claim) The method as claimed in claim 53 wherein said immiscible liquid has a 
density different than that of the liquefied embedding medium. 
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